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Table-4: Detailed Ethnobotanical uses of wild plants of Kotla and adjoining area District Gujrat   
S.N

o 

Botanical 

name/Herbarium voucher 

no. 

Family Local name Habit Part used Season of 

collection 

Habitat Ethnobotanical uses of plants 

1. Ageratum conyzoides L. 
MUH-06 

Asteraceae Cheek weeds Herb Entire plant Spring Forest, cultivated 
lands 

It is used to treat fever, headache, wounds, eye problem, uterine 
disorders and pneumonia. 

2. Alysicarpus monilifer L. 

MUH-04 

Fabaceae Necklace-

pod clover 

Herb Whole 

plant 

Spring Forest areas The plant is used to cure jaundice, leucoderma, kidney stones, 

skin disease and act as antidote to snakebite. 

3. Alternanthera sessilis 
L.R.Br 

MUH-09 

Amaranthaceae Kanda booti Herb Entire plant Spring Pedestrian lands Root extract is used to treat eye disorders. It is grazed by goats 

4. Artemisia scoparia 

Waldst.&Kitam 
MUH-01 

Compositeae Chaoo Shrub Stem,leaves Summer Open dry land Leaves serve as a tonic. It is used as a fodder for goats. Shoots 

are used as a broom for cleaning purpose. Dried branches are 
used as fuel. 

5. Arundo donax L. 

MUH-03 

Poaceae Wild cane Herb Whole 

plant 

Spring Road sides Stems serves as support for vines, used to make bag-pipes, used 

to make screens and also used as walking sticks. 

6. Anagallis arvensis L. 
MUH-2 

Primulaceae Neeli booti Herb Entire plant Spring Fields  It is used as fodder for animals. 

7. Asphodelus tenuifolius 

Cav. 

MUH-08 

Xanthorrhoaceae Piazi Herb Entire plant Spring Cultivated lands Seed powder is used to treat piles. It is collected as a fresh 

fodder for animals 

8. Achyranthus aspera 

L.MUH-05 

Amaranthaceae Puth-kanda Herb Entire plant Spring Field boundries Inflorescence is roasted and its fine powder mixed with honey 

is used to treat cough. It is also used against snake bite. Leaves 

are grazed by goats. 

9. Amaranthus viridis L. 

MUH-07 

Amaranthaceae Chulair Herb Whole 

plant 

Spring Open dry land It is eaten as vegetable. Whole plant is used as fodder for 

animals. 

10. Boerhavia procumbens 

Banks ex Roxb. 
MUH-10 

`Nyctaginaceae Hogweed Herb Whole 

plant 

summer Waste places The powder of roots is used in flue, with honey mixture this is 

used to cure cough and asthma. 

11. Bauhenia variegate Linn. 

MUH-11 

Fabaceae Kachnar Shrub Leaves Spring Fields Used as fodder for animals. Stem is used as a fuel. 

12. Bothriochloa barbinodis 
MUH-12 

Poaceae Beard grass Herb Entire plant summer Grasslands and 
roadsides 

It is very drought resistant plant and useful as a forage for 
grazing animals. 

13. Chenopodium murale L. 

MUH-20 

Amaranthaceae Goosefoot Herb Leaves  and 

shoots 

Summer Moist areas Chenopodium murale is used to cure liver disorders. It is also 

used as tonic. Shoots are used to cure kidney pain. 

14. Chenopodium album L. 
MUH-24 

Amaranthaceae Bathu Herb Leaves 
,stem 

Spring Cultivated lands Leaves are antibacterial. It is edible herb and consumed as a 
vegetable which is laxative. It constitutes a good supplement for 

animal fodder. 

15. Cassia occidentalis L. 

MUH-19 

Fabaceae Coffee senna Shrub Leaves , 

flowers 

Summer Waste lands  The plants extracts are used as antifungal, anti-inflammatory, 

anti-malarial, anti-bacterial activity. 

16. Cleome viscose L. 

MUH-16 

Capparaceae Tickweed Herb Whole herb Spring Moist soils The leaves are used as external applications to wounds and 

ulcers.Oil obtained from seeds is used in cooking. 

17. Chrozophora tinctoria L. 
MUH-17 

Euphorbiaceae Giradol  Herb Leaves and 
fruits 

Winter Shaded areas Flowers and fruits are used to obtain red and blue dyes. 

18. Conyza boranesisS.Moore. 

MUH-22 

Asteraceae Horseweed Herb leaves Spring Wild places The plant is used commercially as a food flavouring.it is also 

called the uterine stimulant. 

19. Cenchrus pennisetiformis Poaceae Buffalo grass Herb Leaves and evergreen Fields The whole plant is used as a fodder for animals. 
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Steud. 

MUH-21 

stems 

20. Croton bonplandianus 
Baill. 

MUH-23 

Euphorbiaceae Jungle tulsi Herb  Leaves, 
seeds 

Winter Road sides and 
waste lands 

The oil from the seeds is used to make medicines e.g. for 
muscle and joint pain, gout and also helps to treat gallbladder 

problems. 

 21. 
 

Capsella-bursa pastoris L. 
MUH-25 

Brassicaceae Bun paincha Herb Entire plant Spring Cultivated lands Decoction of the plant is diuretic. It is also effective against 
urinary problems. 

22. Colebrookea oppositifola 

Sm. 

MUH-14 

Lamiaceae Pansar Shrubs Fruit , 

Leaves 

Summer Non-cultivated 

lands 

Fruit juice purifies blood. Fruit is soaked in water and then used 

to treat diabetes. Wood is used in making cot frames as wood is 

hard and is hard and durable which is not destroyed by termites. 
It is also used as fuel wood. 

23. Commelina benghalensis 

L. 
MUH-13 

Commelinaceae Churkara Herb Entire plant Summer Open moist land Leaves of plant are laxative. Whole plant is used as animal 

fodder. 

24. Cannabis sativus L. 

MUH-18 

Cannabeaceae Bhang Herb Entire plant Summer Open dry fields It is narcotic and scatters thoughts. Decoction of leaves is 

effective against diabetes, Asthma and stomach disorders. Used 

as a fuel in dried form. 

25. Calotropis gigantea L. 

MUH-26 

Apocyanaceae Aak Shrub Leaves Spring Open dry fields The plant is effective in treating fever, vomiting, and respiratory 

problems. The leaves are used in wound healing. 

26. Dalbergia sissoo Dc. 

MUH-32 

Fabaceae Taali                                               Tree Leaves, 

Stem 

Spring Fields Fresh leaves soaked in water are utilized as a body coolant. 

Wood is very precious and used to make good quality furniture. 
Also used as firewood. 

27. Dicleptera bupleoroids 

Nees. 
MUH-28 

Acanthaceae Kaalu Herb Entire herb Winter Wet places The leaves are smoked and also warmed and kept on joints to 

relieve pains. 

28. Desmostachys bipinnata L. 

MUH-27 

Poaceae Halfa grass Grass Whole 

grass 

Spring Along roadsides The grass is used as food ferment and also as a mat for sitting. 

29. Digera muricata L. 
MUH-29 

Amaranthaceae Kanejaro Herb Entire plant summer Muddy soil, waste 
places 

Leaves and shoots are used as vegetable and as a fodder for 
goats and sheep’s. 

30. Dodonea viscosa L. 

MUH-30 

Sapindaceae Snatha Shrub Whole 

plant 

Summer Forest hills Whole plant is a blood purifier. Shoots are used for making 

swabs for cleaning purposes and for thatching. Wood is burnt as 
fuel. 

31. Digitaria eriantha Steud. 

MUH-30 

Poaceae Rabbit grass Herb Entire herb summer Footpaths, parks, 

waste areas 

Used as a forage for animals. 

32. Dactyloctenium aegyptium 
L. 

MUH-31 

Poaceae Crowfoot 
grass 

Herb Whole 
plant 

Winter Open places and 
waste areas 

The grass is used as fodder and relished by ruminants. 

33. Eclipta alba L. 

MUH-34 

Asteraceae False daisy Herb Leaves and 

seeds 

summer Woodland areas Beneficially used for diabetes and hair growth. 

34. Emex spinosa L. 

MUH-36 

Polygonaceae Devils thorn Herb Whole 

plant 

Spring Waste areas Used as fodder for animals. 

35. Euphorbia helioscopia L. 

MUH-33 

Euphorbiaceae Chatri dodak Herb Entire plant Spring Moist shady 

places 

Seeds are used against chloasma or discoloration. It is grazed by 

cattle. 

36. Eragrostis minor L. 

MUH-35 

Poaceae Love grass Grasses Whole herb Summer-winter Open dry areas This is used for food, to make baskets, hats and candles. 

37. Eichhornia crassipes Mart. 

MUH-37 

Pontederiaceae Water 

hyacinth 

Herb  Whole 

plant 

Summer Aquatic areas Common source of oil and gel. 

38. Fumaria indica Hausskn Fumaraceae Papra Herb Whole Spring Cultivated lands Decoction of whole plant is used as a blood purifier and 
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Pugsley. 

MUH-38 

plant removes blood swelter. It is used as an animal fodder. 

39. Geranium rotundifolium L. 
MUH-39 

Geraniaceae Jandorunu Herb Whole 
plant 

Winter – spring Shady places Decoction of plant is used to treat urinary problems. It is used 
as fresh animal fodder. 

40. Galium aparine  L. 

MUH-40 

Rubiaceae Booti Herb Whole 

plant 

Winter Around fences Paste of whole plant is applied to treat skin diseases. It is use as 

fodder. 

41. Heliotropium strigosum 
willd. 

MUH-41 

Boraginaceae Bhangra Herb  Entire plant Spring Moist places and 
fields 

Juice of this plant is used to cure sore eyes insect and snake 
bites. 

42. Justicia adhatoda L. 
MUH-42 

Acanthaceae Baker Shrub Leaves, 
flowers 

Spring Open fields The leaves and flower of this plant is used in cough, colds, 
asthma. Leaves are also used for washing purposes. 

43. Leucas cephalotes (Roth) 

Spreng. 

MUH_43 

Lamiaceae Piddon Herb Leaves , 

Shoots 

Spring Cultivated lands The shoots and leaves of plant are made into a paste to cure 

fever. 

44. Lantana camara L. 

MUH-44 

Verbenaceae Panj phuli Shrub Leaves Spring Open fields Leaves are used for treating chicken pox, measles, skin itches 

and ulcers. 

45 Lepidium didymium L. 
MUH-45 

Brassicaceae Jangli 
haliyon 

Herb Entire plant Summer Home garden and 
dry lands 

Powder of whole plant is used as a repellent towards insects. 
Also serves as a fresh fodder for animals. 

46. Morus alba L. 
MUH-45 

Moraceae Toot Shrub Leaves , 
Fruit 

Spring Fields Source of fodder for animals, and have effective role against 
kidney disorders. 

47. Medicago polymorpha L. 

MUH-48 

Fabaceae Sarira Herb Entire herb Spring Cultivated lands Decoction of whole plant is beneficial for stomach. Leaves are 

used as vegetable. Also serves as fresh fodder. 

48. Malva neglecta Wallr. 
MUH-49 

Malvaceae Mallow  Herb Whole 
plant 

Winter Croplands, 
roadsides 

This plant is used for marshmallows, used as food, source of 
materials. 

49. Melilotus indicus L. 

MUH-50 

Fabaceae Sareeri Herb Entire plant Spring Cultivated lands Extract of whole plant is nutrimental for stomach. The plant is 

also used as fresh animal fodder 

50. Melia azedarach L. 
MUH-47 

Meliaceaea Dhrek Tree Whole tree Winter Fields Leaves are used as fodder for cattle, goats, and sheeps. Wood is 
used as a fuel. 

51. Malvestrum 

corromandelianum L. 
MUH-46 

Malvaceae Hatmi 

khubazi 

Herb Whole 

plant 

Spring Open dry land Leaves paste is analgesic and anti-inflammatory. Its flowers are 

used as diaphoretic. Whole plant is used as fodder. 

52. Nasturtium officinale R.Br  

MUH-51        

Brassicaceae Watercress  Herb Leaves and 

flowers 

Spring  Freshwater places Leaves are used as salad. The plant is vulnerable for chronic 

illness. 

53. Nerium oleander L. 
MUH-52 

Apocyanaceae Gandeera Shrub Leaves and 
shoots 

Summer Forest Milky latex is used against toothache. Shoots are used as 
effective tooth cleaner due to its bitter taste. It is an ornamental 

plant. 

54. Oxalis corniculata L. 

MUH-52 

Oxalidaceae Khatti booti Herb Whole 

plant 

Spring – summer Shady places It is used as a fodder for animals. 

55. Polypogon monspeliensis 

(L.)Desf. 
MUH-55 

Poaceae Sitti-ghas Grass Whole 

plant 

Spring Moist shady 

places 

Whole plant is diuretic. Powder of whole plant is used in 

treatment of cardiovascular diseases. Also used as a fodder. 

56. Polypogon plebium L. 

MUH-56 

Polygonaceae Knotweed Herb Whole 

plant 

Spring Cultivated land It is used as fodder for cattle. 

57. Poa annua L. 
MUH-57 

Poaceae Phul-ghas Grass Entire plant Spring-summer Shady places It is used as fresh fodder for animals. 

58. Pupalia lappacea (L.) Juss. Amaranthaceae Chota jojra Herb Whole Summer Non- cultivated Leaves are used to treat cough and grazed by animals also. 
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MUH-53 plant land 

59. Peristrophe paniculata 

(Forssk.)Brummit 
MUH-54 

Acanthaceae Panicled 

peristrophe 

Herb Whole 

plant 

Spring-summer Sandy soil,  Commonly considered as green manure and fodder for horses. 

60. Parthenium hysterophorus 

L. 
MUH-58 

Asteraceae Allergy booti Herb Whole 

plant 

Whole year Fields It is harmful herb and a source of allergic problems, dermatitis 

in human and animals. It is noxious and a cause swelling when 
comes in contact with body. But its different parts are used to 

treat asthma & cough. It also purifies blood. 

61. Ricinus communis L. 

MUH-63 

Euphorbiaceae Harnoli Shrub Leaves, 

Seeds 

Whole year Open land Leaf paste is applied as poultice to relieve inflammation and 

muscular pain. Leaf paste of plant is used for relief of 
abdominal and joint pain. Ripened seeds release oil named 

castor oil which is laxative and effective against external pain. 

It is used in treatment of constipation. 

62. Rumex dentatus L. 

MUH-59 

Polygonaceae Jangli palak Herb Whole 

plant 

Spring-summer Outside field Leaves of plant are diuretic. Whole plant is harvested as fresh 

fodder. 

63. Ranunculus arvensis L. 

MUH-60 

Ranunculaceae  Corn 

buttercup 

Weeds Whole 

plant 

Spring Around the 

roadsides  

It is used as poultice around the knees and for rheumatic pain. 

64. Ranunculus muricatus L. 

MUH-62 

Ranunculaceae Koor gandoli Herb Entire plant Spring Moist places Decoction of whole plant is used to treat intermittent fever and 

asthma. It is fatal for animals. 

65. Ranunculus sceleratus L. 

MUH-61 

Ranunculaceae  Blister 

buttercup 

Herbs Leaves and 

seeds 

summer Along ponds and 

streams 

Most commonly used for external applications like used in 

treating infested wounds due to high toxicity. 

66. Solanum surattense 

Burm.F. 

MUH_73 

Solanaceae Mokrri Herb Whole 

plant 

Spring –summer Open dry land Fresh fruit is cooked and eaten for gas trouble. Paste of whole 

plant is used in treatment of rheumatism, cough and fever. 

Dried fruit is crushed into powder and used as remedy for 
toothache. 

67. Sisymbrium irio L. 

MUH-71 

Brassicaceae Khub-kalan Herb Entire herb Spring Cultivated land Seeds are expectorant and very effective in curing seasonal 

fever, cough and cold. Whole plant is used to treat asthma, 
digestion and blood purification. 

68. Sonchus asper L. 

MUH-70 

Asteraceae Dandelion Herb Entire plant Spring Moist land Leaf paste of plant is used to treat skin ailments. It is used as 

fodder. 

69. Sagina apetala Ard. 
MUH-65 

Caryophyllaceae Pearlwort Herb Leaves and 
shoots 

Spring-summer Open dry places Used as a fodder. 

70. Silene conoidea L. 

MUH-64 

Caryophyllaceae Dabri Herb Whole 

plant 

Spring Cultivated land Fresh leaves are cooked as vegetable. Whole plant is a fresh 

animal fodder. 

71. Stelaria media L. 
MUH-66 

Caryophyllaceae Chachunba Herb Entire herb Spring Open moist land An extract of whole plant is effective against disorders of liver. 
Also collected as fodder for animals. 

72. Saccharum bengalense 

Retz. 

MUH-67 

Poaceae Saroot Shrub Entire plant Summer Open dry land Leaves and stem are harvested and dried to make brooms for 

entire year. Fresh leaves are used as animal forage. Stem is used 

for thatching of shelter huts for animals. Also used in hedging                                              
and fencing. 

73. Sesamum orientale L. 

MUH-68 

Pedaliaceae Sesame  Herb Seeds and 

leaves  

Winter  Cultivated lands The seeds and fresh leaves are used as poultice. Oil is extracted 

from seeds. 

74. Sida cordifolia L. 
MUH-69 

Malvaceae Pavani Herb Leaves Summer Open shady land Leaf paste is useful for skin disorders like boils, cuts. 

75. Sorghum halepense 

(L.)Pers. 
MUH-74 

Poaceae Grass  Herb  Whole 

plant 

Spring  Dry lands Used as fodder for animals and used as cereal in making bread, 

cakes etc. 

76. Solanum nigrum L. Solanaceae Kanch mach Herb Fruit , Winter Moist places Leaf extract is given to infants to control diarrhea. It treats liver 
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MUH-72 Leaves disorders and used against liver weakness. It is edible as 

vegetable and eaten for treatment of stomach swellings. 

77. Tridax procumbens L. 
MUH-75 

Asteraceae Coat buttons  Herb  Leaves and 
seeds 

Spring  Outside waste 
places 

Paste of leaves is applied on wounds .also used to cure skin 
diseases. 

78. Trichodesma indicum (L.) 

Lehm. 
MUH-79 

Boraginaceae Andhahawi Herb Entire plant Summer Road sides Paste of whole plant is used in treatment of joint pain, fever and 

inflammation. 

79. Trifolium resupinatum L. 

MUH-78 

Fabaceae Shaftal  Herb  Entire herb Spring  Outside places  Used as fodder for animals, may be eaten as vegetable. 

 

 
 

80. Tephrosia purpurea (L.) 

Pers. 
MUH-77 

Fabaceae Sarmakh Herb Whole 

plant 

Summer Open dry land Paste of whole plant is used in treatment of joint pain, fever and 

inflammation leaves are used as animal fodder. Wood is used as 
fuel in local ovens. 

81. Vitex negundo L. 

MUH-82 

Lamiaceae Banna Shrub Whole 

plant 

Summer Field margins Leaves duly warmed with ghee and crushed into paste are 

applied as poultice for reduction in swelling and pain. Shoot is 

used for cleaning teeth and effective against toothache, Jaundice 
and indigestion. It prevents soil erosion and it is a blood 

purifier. Leaves are eaten by goats and wood serves as fuel. 

82. Vicia sativa L. 
MUH-80 

Fabaceae Common 
vetch 

Herb Whole 
plant 

Spring Cultivated land It is collected as fresh animal forage. 

83. Verbascum thapsum St. 

Lag. 

MUH-81 

Scrophulariaceae Jangli 

tobacco 

Herb Leaves , 

Roots 

Spring Open dry land Leaves and flowers are used in cough and asthma treatment. 

Roots are cooked and used against asthma. 

84. Xanthium strumarium L. 

MUH-83 

Asteraceae Jojra Herb Whole 

plant 

summer Dry land An extract of leaves is effective against fever. Also grazed by 

animals. 


