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This work examined the influences of stocking density (SD) and feed restriction time (FRT) on growth
performance indices, carcass characteristics and blood biochemicals of growing Japanese quail. A
cohort of 540 Japanese quail (1-week-old) was randomly divided into 6 groups in a 2x3 factorial
arrangement (including 2 levels of SD; 150 and 100 cm?/chick and 3 FRT; 0, 8 and 16 h/day). Our
findings showed that body weight (BW) at 3 and 6 weeks of age and body weight gain (BWG) and feed
conversion ratio (FCR) at 1-3 and 3-6 weeks of age were boosted by providing more space. Body weight
at 3 and 6 weeks of age and BWG and FCR during 1-3 and 1-6 weeks of age were augmented with
reducing FRT. Quail exposed to FRT for 0 and 8 h/day showed the greater BW and BWG than those of
16h/day. Under each cage density, quails fed during 24 or 16 h/day displayed the lowest FCR during 1-3
and 1-6 w weeks of age. Carcass, giblets, dressing percentages, total protein, albumin, AST and
cholesterol levels were enhanced with lessening SD. Giblets, dressing percentages, total protein,
albumin, AST, ALT and cholesterol levels were increased with decreasing FRT. Quails raised in the low
SD and exposed to FRT for 8 h/day exhibited the lowest cholesterol concentration. Decisively, reducing
space per bird had an undesirable impact on growth performance. Feed restriction for 8h/day can
achieve a better FCR.
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INTRODUCTION

Quail (Coturnix coturnix Japonica) has
numerous benefits as supplier of meat and eggs
for human consumption in different countries (El-
Tarabany et al. 2015; Farghly et al. 2015;
Mahrose et al. 2020). Quail agribusiness is
increasing attractiveness since quails are simple
to handle and small in size therefore they can be
reared in small ground area (Attia et al. 2012; Abd
El-Ghany, 2019). The improvement in qualil
farming is being restrained by some management

and environmental issues, infectious and non-
infectious diseases (Abd EI-Ghany, 2019;
Mahrose et al. 2019a; Mahrose et al. 2019b;
Mahrose et al. 2020). To attain the complete
genetic growth ability, birds must be kept beneath
ideal environmental circumstances, and any
variation may damage their performance, produce
immunosuppression, and  substitute  their
physiological reactions, increasing their
susceptibility to diseases (Qaid et al. 2016; Abd
El-Ghany, 2019).
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Reasons affecting stress comprise
environmental aspects and rearing concerns,
such as cage density and feeding systems
(Mahrose et al. 2020). Cage crowdedness and
floor space have become very imperative financial
issue owing to the extension of poultry industry,
reduced profit per bird, well-being and welfare and
too lesser revenue (El-Gogary et al. 2015; Gupta
et al. 2017; Selvam et al. 2017; Mahrose et al.
2019a&b). Providing low floor space for growing
Japanese quails guided to a decrease in body
weight and body weight gain at 6 weeks of age
and an increase in feed conversion ratio (Attia et
al. 2012; Boontiam et al. 2019; Mahrose et al.
2020). Management of feeding practices aim to
enhance animal welfare and production without
rising cost (Mateos et al. 2012). Feed restriction
schedule is one of the key practices in growth
arch management for intensifying production
efficacy in fattening of poultry species (Sahraei,
2012; Mahrose et al. 2020). Severity and length of
restriction and marketing age are the essential
elements to take into consideration in a feed
restriction schedule (Sahraei, 2012). Restricting
feeding times were found to boost feed
conversion ratio in broilers (Ahmad et al. 2009;
Boostani et al. 2010; Shamma et al. 2014; Alkhair
et al. 2017). Numerous feeding schedules were
used to enhance growth performance of broilers
(Omosebi et al. 2014; Jahanpour et al. 2015;
Adeyemo et al. 2017; Tumova et al. 2019), but
little are applied on quail and with cage density.
Recently, Fondevila et al. (2020) concluded that
restricing feeding times reduced feed
consumption in broilers. The contemporary
investigation was planned to examine the
influences of stocking density and feed restriction
time on growth performance indices, carcass
characteristics and blood biochemicals of growing
Japanese quail.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

Birds and experimental design

This work was carried out at Poultry Research
Farm belonging to Poultry Department, Faculty of
Agriculture, Zigzag University, Zigzag, and Egypt.
All  experimental procedures followed the
guidelines of the Ethical committee of Faculty of
Agriculture, Zagazig University, Egypt. A total
number of 540 Japanese quail chicks at one week
of age were randomly separated into 6 treatment
groups (108 or 72 birds /each group; the first 3
groups contained 72 chicks/group, while the other
3 groups contained 108 chicks/group) and each

group was sub-divided into 6 replicates, each of
36 and 24 chicks. Each replicate was housed in
one pen, and the area of each pen equal 1800
cm2. A factorial arrangement (2 x 3) was
performed including two levels of stocking density
(150 and 100cm?/chick) and three restricted
feeding times (8h, 16h and 24h).

2.2. Diet and management

The basal experimental diet was formulated to
cover the nutrient requirements of growing
Japanese quails as recommended by NRC (1994)
during 1 to 6 weeks of age as shown in Table 1.
Quail chicks were reared during experimental
periods under the same managerial, hygienic and
environmental conditions. Birds were exposed to
24h of light per day during first week, while during
the experimental period, chicks were provided 16h
light/ day, fed ad-libitum and fresh water were
available during the experimental periods, while
drinkers and feeding troughs were daily cleaned.
A temperature of 34°C was maintained during the
first 3 days and decreased to 33°C for four days
after that it was reduced 3°C/week until a constant
temperature of 25°C was achieved.
Table 1: Composition and calculated analysis
of experimental die.

Ingredients (%)
Yellow corn 52.70
Soy bean meal 38.20
Corn-gluten 60% 4.30
Cotton seed oll 1.60
Di-calcium phosphate 1.60
Limestone 0.90
Nacl 0.30
Premix * 0.30
L-lysine 0.03
D- L methionine 0.07
Calculated analysis **
CP % 24.12
ME kcal/kg 2910.11
Ca% 0.85
P% Avalil, P. 0.46
Lysine % 1.31
Methionine % 0.50
Met.+ Cys. % 0.82

*Growth vitamin and mineral premix each 3 kg
consists of: Vit A 12000, 000 IU; Vit Ds, 2000, 000
IU; Vit. E. 10g; Vit ks 2 g; Vit B1, 1000 mg ; Vit Bz,
49¢g ; Vit Bs, 105 g; Vit B2, 10 mg; Pantothenic
acid, 10 g; Niacin, 20 g , Folic acid , 1000 mg ;
Biotin, 50 g; Choline Chloride, 500 mg, Fe, 30 g;
Mn, 40 g; Cu, 3 g; Co, 200 mg; Si, 100 mg and Zn
,45g.

** Calculated according to NRC (1994).
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2.3. Measurements

The body weight (BW) and feed consumption
(FC) on a repeat foundation were weighed to the
closest gram at 1, 3 and 6 weeks of age, and then
the mean body weight gain (BWG) and feed
conversion ratio (FCR; g feed/g gain) were
computed during 1-3, 3-6 and 1-6 weeks of age.
Dead quails were documented on a daily basis
and stated as a percentage (mortality rate, %)
during 1-6 weeks of age.

At 6 weeks of age, 6 birds from each group
were haphazardly chosen, having average body
weight around the quail group mean, fasted
overnight, weighed, and slaughtered. The
abdominal cavity was opened, and the edible
organs contain (gizzard, liver, and heart) were
removed and weighed in gram to the nearest
three decimal points, and proportionate to the live
body weight. Whole eviscerated carcasses were
individually weighed, and the dressing percentage
or carcass Yield was recorded.

2.4. Blood biochemicals

At 6 weeks of age, 36 males had randomly
chosen (6 in each group) to measure blood
biochemicals. Blood samples were collected at
day of slaughter. Plasma total protein, albumin,
creatinine and cholesterol were measured
colorimetrically using commercial kits (bought
from Bio-diagnostic, Giza, Egypt) according to the
manufacturers' guidelines. Plasma transaminase
enzymes (ALT and AST), Superoxide dismutase
(SOD) and plasma malondialdehyde (MDA)
activities were determined by colorimetric
manners according to Diamond Bio-diagnostic,
Giza, Egypt. Total albumin, protein, alanine
transaminase (ALT) and aspartate transaminase
(AST) were assessed using biodiagnostic
commercial kits provided from Biodiagnostic
Company (Giza, Egypt) Batch No: ALT
(cat#AL1032), AST (cat#AS1062) according to the
manufacturers’ guidelines.

2.5. Statistical analysis

Data were statistically analyzed on a 2x3
factorial arrangement basis according to
(Snedecor & Cochran 1982) using the following
model: Yik = u + Si + Fj + SFj + eik, Where: Yik =
an observation, p = the overall Mean, Si = effect of
SD (i = 1to 2), Fj = effect of FRT (j =1 to 3), SFjj =
the interaction between SD and FRT (ij = 1 to 6)
and eik= random error. Differences among means
within the same factor were tested using Duncan’s
new multiple rang test (Duncan, 1955).

RESULTS

Findings presented in Table 2 showed that
BW at 3 and 6 weeks of age was significantly (p <
0.01) increased by providing more space for
growing quails. In the same trend, BWG was
significantly (p < 0.01) increased during 1-3 and 1-
6 weeks of age with the low SD. Body weight at 3
and 6 weeks of age and BWG during 1-3 and 1-6
weeks of age were significantly (p < 0.01) linearly
augmented with reducing restricted feeding times
(Table 2). Groups of quail exposed to feed
restriction for 0 and 8 h/day showed the greater
BW and BWG than quails exposed to feed
restriction for 16h/day. The interaction between to
SD and FRT did not affect BW or BWG at all
periods studied. Mortality rate was insignificantly
differed due to the main factors studied and their
interaction (Table 2).

Table 3 indicates that FCR was significantly (p
< 0.01) improved through 1-3 and 1-6 weeks of
age with the low SD (150 cm?/bird) as compared
with the high one (100 cm?bird), while FC was
changed numerically. Regarding FRT effects,
there was a significant (p < 0.01) increase in FC
during 1-3 and 1-6 weeks of age with reducing
FRT. Feed conversion ratio through 1-3 and 1-6
weeks of age exhibited the same trend as FC.
The variations in FC and FCR between birds
exposed to 0 and 8 h/day of FRT were not
significant (Table 3). There were no significantly
differences in FC owing to the interaction between
SD and FRT during all experimental periods.
Under each cage density, quails fed during 24 or
16 h/day displayed the lowest (p < 0.05 and 0.01)
FCR during 1-3 and 1-6 w weeks of age as shown
in Table 3.

Results of carcass characteristics are found in
Table 4. Carcass, giblets and dressing
percentages were significantly (p < 0.01)
increased with lessening SD. Also, each of giblets
and dressing percentages were significantly (p <
0.01) increased with decreasing FRT. All of
carcass characteristics studied were not altered
by the interactions between SD and FRT.

Total protein, albumin, AST and Cholesterol
levels were significantly (p < 0.05 and 0.01)
increased as decreasing SD (Table 5). On the
other hand, total protein, albumin, AST, ALT and
Cholesterol levels significantly (p < 0.05 and 0.01)
were linearly increased with reducing FRT. Quails
raised in the low SD and exposed to FRT for 8
h/day exhibited the lowest (p < 0.05) cholesterol
concentration when compared with their
counterparts as revealed in Table 5.
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Table 2: Live body weight and weight gain of Japanese quail chicks as affected by stocking
density, feed restriction time and their interactions

Treatment Body weight (g) Weight gain (g) Morr;taellty
groups w | 3w | 6w 13w | 36w | 16w 16w
Stocking density (cm/bird)

150 20.40 110.57 171.76 90.17 62.28 151.36 0.00
100 20.18 100.89 162.03 80.70 61.14 141.85 2.08
SEM 0.29 1.58 1.57 1.44 2.61 1.64 0.03
P value 0.623 0.002 0.001 0.003 0.923 0.009 0.537
Feeding restriction time (h/D)
0 20.14 111.842 173.252 91.692 61.41 153.112 0.00
8 20.23 | 109.802 | 171.752 89.612 61.91 151.522 0.00
16 20.50 95.51° 155.68° 75.01° 60.17 135.18° 1.73
SEM 0.33 1.87 2.04 1.93 3.11 2.01 0.05
P value 0.788 <0.001 <0.001 <0.001 0.833 <0.001 0.734
Interactions
Stocking density (150 cm/bird)
0 20.19 117.32 178.21 97.12 60.89 158.02 0.00
8 20.25 114.77 176.77 94.52 62.00 156.52 0.00
16 20.76 99.63 160.29 78.87 60.66 139.53 0.00
Stocking density (100 cm/bird)
0 20.09 106.36 168.30 86.23 61.94 148.20 0.00
8 20.21 104.91 166.73 84.70 61.82 146.52 0.00
16 20.24 91.39 151.07 71.15 59.68 130.83 1.90
SEM 0.71 2.16 3.09 3.09 2.80 3.05 0.03
P value 0.888 0.908 0.987 0.876 0.978 0.974 0.581

Means in the same column within each classification bearing different letters are significantly (p < 0.05

and 0.01) different.

Table 3: Feed intake and feed conversion times of Japanese quail chicks as affected by stocking
density, feed restriction time and their interactions

Treatment Feed intake (9) Feed conversion ratio
groups 13w | 36w | 1-6w 1-3w [ 36w | 16w
Stocking density (cm/bird)
150 244.36 251.41 493.80 2.71 4.07 3.26
100 241.30 249.51 492.90 2.99 4.13 3.47
SEM 2.15 3.20 4.55 0.13 0.21 0.17
P value 0.637 0.479 0.671 0.001 | 0.079 | 0.031
Feeding restriction time (h/D)
0 255.80% | 257.31 | 513.10% | 2.792 4.19 3.35°
8 245532 | 254.45 | 499.90% | 2.742 4.11 3.30°
16 226.53" | 256.92 | 483.41° | 3.02° 4.27 3.582
SEM 2.99 3.84 4.05 0.19 0.17 0.15
P value 0.001 0.395 0.017 0.002 | 0.094 | 0.010
Interactions
Stocking density (150 cm2/bird)
0 248.71 253.67 504.13 2.75¢ 4.13 3.31¢
8 244.46 251.39 501.22 2.73¢ 4.09 3.28¢
19 235.95 250.44 489.06 2.86° 4.17 3.43°
Stocking density (100 cm?/bird)
0 248.10 254.25 503.11 2.89° 4.16 3.41°
8 243.75 253.09 496.42 2.86° 4.12 3.38°
16 240.03 254.20 488.15 3.008 4.20 3.622
SEM 2.36 3.54 4.13 0.12 0.09 0.17
P value 0.617 0.310 0.215 0.011 | 0.128 | 0.009

Means in the same column within each classification bearing different letters are significantly (p < 0.05 and 0.01)

different.
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Table 4: Carcass characteristics of growing Japanese quail as affected by stocking density, feed
restriction time and their interactions

T;er?)t&im Pre-slaughter weight | Carcass % | Giblets % | Dressing %
Stocking density (cm?3/bird)
150 159.72 81.21 541 86.62
100 153.06 80.19 4.71 84.91
SEM 2.11 0.19 0.10 0.17
P value 0.071 0.003 <0.001 <0.001
Feed restriction time (h/D)
0 155.44 80.79 4.63° 85.42°
8 161.59 80.32 4.99° 85.32°
16 152.13 80.98 5.572 86.552
SEM 2.14 0.22 0.09 0.19
P value 0.106 0.181 <0.001 0.001
Interactions
Stocking density (150 cm?/bird)
0 152.66 80.41 4.17 84.58
8 159.45 79.72 4.58 84.30
16 147.06 80.44 5.39 85.84
Stocking density (100 cm?/bird)
0 158.22 81.17 5.09 86.27
8 163.74 80.93 5.40 86.33
16 157.20 81.52 5.74 87.26
SEM 4.23 0.47 0.21 0.44
P value 0.761 0.797 0.128 0.563
Means in the same column within each classification bearing different letters are significantly (p < 0.05)
different.

Table 5 :Blood biochemicals of growing Japanese quail as affected by stocking density, feed
restriction time and their interactions

Total Total Total

Treatment ) ; ; AST ALT MDA SOD Creatinine
groups pr;/tdelm al Zl;g;m gIc;%JIIm g/dl g/dl mmol/ml u/L Mg / dl Cholesterol
Stocking density (cm?/bird)
150 4.62 2.91 1.71 46.22 33.42 0.22 0.19 0.19 281
100 4.30 2.63 1.67 55.19 35.11 0.23 0.21 0.20 259
SEM 0.09 0.07 0.05 0.88 0.75 0.01 0.02 0.02 7.92
P value 0.001 0.010 0.098 0.021 0.158 0.627 0.110 0.828 0.031
Feed restriction time (h/D)
0 5.03% 3.31¢° 1.72 47.84° 31.88° 0.25 0.19 0.17 2432
8 4.63° 2.98° 1.65 52.96° 33.15° 0.21 0.20 0.21 201°
16 4.41° 2.72° 1.69 63.132 39.49?2 0.23 0.20 0.23 187¢
SEM 0.12 0.10 0.07 1.05 0.64 0.03 0.02 0.01 9.18
P value <0.001 0.019 0.412 0.03 0.029 0.650 0.719 0.328 <0.001
Interactions
Stocking density (150 cm?#/bird)
0 4.83 3.09 1.74 58.23 32.22 0.21 0.26 0.21 216°
8 4.59 2.93 1.68 49.31 31.36 0.19 0.18 0.20 204°
16 451 2.81 1.70 61.42 29.87 0.20 0.23 0.22 2422
Stocking density (100 cm#/bird)
0 4.63 2.95 1.68 55.18 32.89 0.23 0.18 0.19 184¢
8 4.52 2.86 1.66 56.25 31.92 0.21 0.22 0.18 172¢
16 4.37 2.69 1.68 57.83 33.65 0.22 0.19 0.20 199°
SEM 0.29 0.18 0.15 1.68 1.13 0.06 0.11 0.02 9.27
P value 0.343 0.428 0.051 0.063 0.297 0.095 0.051 0.605 0.027
Means in the same column within each classification bearing different letters are significantly (p < 0.05)
different.
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DISCUSSION

The chief objective of the current study is to
examine the impacts of restricting feeding times
for growing quails raised under different stocking
densities. Growth delay of quails under high SD
might diminish in gaseous and heat exchange
inside the pen (Boontiam et al. 2019), occasioning
in poorer BW. The latter researchers confirmed
that a satisfactory SD for growing quails should
not surpass 51.85 birds/ m2. The obtainable
results, regarding BW and BWG, are consistent
with those of previous studies (Attia et al., 2012;
El-Tarabany, 2016; Mahrose et al. 2019b) who
showed reductions in the BW in quails at high
stocking densities. The existing results are in
agreement with those of Boontiam et al. (2019)
who observed that marketing BW and BWG were
reduced in the quails raised under density of 25
quails/m? as compared with birds kept under
density of 13 or 17 quails/m2. Furthermore,
McKeith et al. (2020) found that there was a
significant variation in BW between standard SD
and low SD in broiler chicks during 4-6 weeks of
age. Cengiz et al. (2015) stated that weight gain
was higher in birds at low SD than those reared at
high SD during periods of 0-21, 22-42, and 0-42
days of age. The latter investigators indicated that
the reduction in BW and BWG due to high
stocking density limit the movement of the birds to
a confine area within the pen. Our explanation can
be consisting of the competition on feeders and
drinkers which occurred with high SD as
compared to low one. On the other hand, Ayoola
et al. (2014), David and Subalini (2015) and
Mahrose et al. (2019a) showed that SD had no
impact on BW and BWG in broiler chicks and
growing ostriches, correspondingly.

Shamma et al. (2014) attributed the decrease
in BW to the decline in FC of birds which were
exposed to feed restriction 16 hours. Accordingly,
these birds cannot create compensatory growth to
accomplish those restricted for O or 8 hours.
Adeyemo et al. (2017) indicated that feed
restriction regimes had no influence on marketing
BW and BWG of broilers.

In this study, SD was not affected mortality
rate as agreed with Ayoola et al. (2014) who
concluded that SD did not change mortality rate in
growing quail. In this concern, McKeith et al.
(2020) clarified that mortality rate was not
determined to be significantly different between
the two SD studied (0.23 and 0.27 m? per bird) in
broilers. The present results agreed with those of
Fondevila et al. (2020) who concluded that feed
restriction times for 4, 6, and 8 h/day during 7-19

days of age did not change mortality rate in broiler
chicks. On contrary, Attia et al. (2012) found that
higher SD resulted in higher mortality rate in
growing quail during 1-6 weeks of age, and the
same researchers indicated that overcrowding
and space per quail might cause stress on quail
chicks and increased mortality rate. The obtained
outcomes of mortality rate may be mentioned to
the point that FRT lessened mortality as it reduces
down quick growth (Shamma et al. 2014).

The contemporary findings disagree with
those of Mahrose et al. (2019b) who found that
increasing stocking density in Japanese quails
resulted in an increase in FC and improved FCR.
Our results were supported with those of previous
studies (Attia et al. 2012; El-Tarabany, 2016) that
showed reductions in FC in growing quails kept
under high stocking densities. In this regard,
Boontiam et al. (2019) observed a reduction in FC
when increasing SD in quail chicks from 13 to 25
quails/ m2. In the current investigation, it could be
hard for growing quails kept under high SD to
simpler approach to feeders and waterers than
those raised under low one (Boontiam et al.,
2019). In broiler chicks, Cengiz et al. (2015)
stated that FC was decreased and FCR was
enhanced during 0-21, 22-42, and 0-42 days of
age in birds reared at high SD as compared to
those at low SD. Feddes et al. (2002)
demonstrated that high SD led to a reduction in
gaseous and heat exchange within the
microclimate of the birds may account for the
lowered FC and body weight gain which leading to
worst FCR. Results of the current study agreed
with findings of Fondevila et al. (2020) who
concluded that feed restriction times for 4, 6, and
8 h per day during 7-19 days of age decreased
FC in broiler chicks, but did not change FCR.
Rodrigues and Choct (2018) clarified that the
consistent disruption in growth performance
observed for the first days in broilers after the start
of the restriction feeding period is often followed
by a good improvement in FCR as compared to
feed continuously available. Contradicting findings
were achieved by Ayoola et al. (2014) and
Adeyemo et al. (2017) who found that FCR was
not impacted by SD.

Our findings may be owed to the point that
feed restriction boosts feed efficiency which could
be accredited to decreased total preservation
necessities triggered by a temporary decline in
basal metabolic rate. Particularly, when birds are
exposed to early feed restriction they display
sluggish growth tailed by a period of fast growth
and weight gain as they approach market weight
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to reimburse for the postponed growth through
early restriction period (Shamma et al. 2014) and
this transforms into decreased preservation
necessities and enhanced FCR. Furthermore,
Novel et al. (2009) confirmed that feed restriction
plans enhance FCR and permitting complete BW
retrieval has been recognized to a total of
influences such as decreased of preservation
metabolizable energy necessities linked to poorer
BW and metabolic and digestive acclimatization.

All carcass characteristics negatively affected
by high SD. A decrease in relative carcass yield of
broilers occurred with increasing SD may be
linked with the reduction in FC of Pekin ducks
(Abo Ghanima et al. 2020). Our clarification of this
point showed that the improvement of carcass
traits is linked with increasing BW and BWG at
low SD. Mormede et al. (2007) showed that
external stress such as SD possibly stimulates the
hypothalamic pituitary-adrenal axis which due to
releases hormonal stress and sub-sequent
decreases the breast muscle percentage. Attia et
al. (2012) Boontiam et al. (2019) and Mahrose et
al. (2019b) on growing quail and Adeyemo et al.
(2016) on broiler chicks illustrated that SD had no
influence on carcass characteristics. Several
researchers reported that there were insignificant
differences in carcass yields of broilers at different
stocking densities (Tong et al. 2012; Vargas-
Rodriguez et al. 2013 and Cengiz et al. 2015).

Boostani et al. (2010) concluded that broilers
kept under FRT for 8 h during 21-35 and 14-28
days of age had poorer breast weight and
abdominal fat weight as linked to control birds,
respectively. Results of David and Subalini (2015)
and Alkhair et al. (2017) exhibited non-significant
alterations in entire carcass weight among the
experimental groups due to different FRT.
Mohammadalipour et al. (2017) stated that FRT
did not change dressing percentage in broilers.
On contrast, Shamma et al. (2014) stated that
FRT (4-6 h/daily) enhanced carcass weight, edible
parts. Our findings might be attributed to that early
feed restriction may decrease adipocyte
hyperplasia (Hassanabadi and Moghaddam,
2006). Cherry, Swartworth, and Siegel (1984)
concluded that although hyperplasia proceeds
during periods of nutrient restriction, the
adipocytes remain smaller. The lesser relative
weights of the giblets of quails could be ascribed
to their stress reactions (Shamma et al., 2014).
The inconsistent results related to FRT might be
linked to the feed restriction scheme and
circumstances of the experiments.

Blood biochemicals provide evidence on the

metabolism in birds (TGmova et al. 2019). All
blood biochemicals were inside the physiological
scale (Scholtz et al. 2009). The contemporary
results of total protein and albumin were
increased in quails stocked at low density,
indicating absence of crowding stress. Our
outcomes were previously confirmed by El-Shafei
et al. (2012) in laying quail. Gupta et al. (2017)
found non-significant alterations in total protein,
albumin and globulin concentrations in chickens
due to SD. The present results were in agreement
with findings of Cengiz et al. (2015) who stated
that low and high SD in growing quail had no
significant effects on blood MDA. Controverting
outcomes were showed by Abo Ghanima et al.
(200) on Pekin ducks, Selvam et al. (2017) on
broilers and Mahrose et al. (2020) on growing
quails, where MDA and SOD were significantly
altered due to SD or quantitative feed restriction.
AST is expended as an operative biomarker to
recognize tissue harms, specifically in the liver
(Mahrose et al. 2016). In this work, an increase in
AST activity was observed in quails reared under
high SD, indicating that high SD was damaging to
the liver. Augmenting AST activity in quails
housed in lesser area could possibly direct to
hepatic or muscular imperfection and dangerous
liver harm (Mahrose et al. 2020). Similar findings
were observed by Abo Ghanima et al. (2020),
while El-Shafei et al. (2012) indicated
controversial results. Our results greed with those
of El-Shafei et al. (2012) and Silas et al. (2014)
who stated that blood cholesterol levels of broilers
were higher in the birds raised under low SD than
those kept under high SD. Qaid et al. (2016)
showed that chicks raised at upper densities
exhibited upper serum cholesterol concentrations
(120=90>60=30 chicks/m?, respectively).

Dissimilar findings were obtained by Boostani
et al. (2010) and (Tdmova et al. 2019) who
showed non-significant variations in total protein
and albumin of broilers exposed to different FRT.
Cholesterol is an imperative pointer that reveals
the lipid metabolism of the animal (Mahrose et al.
2020). Boostani et al. (2010) observed that
cholesterol levels of broilers reared under FRT for
8 h during 14-28 and 21-35 days of sage were
lesser than those of control birds.

CONCLUSION

Growing Japanese quails raised below to the
stress circumstances of low cage space exhibited
deficiency in body weight and feed conversion
ratio, as well as a change in some blood
biochemicals, considering the economic hazards
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of housing growing quails at cage area lesser than
150 cm?/bird. The contemporary results propose
that increased stocking density with decreasing
cage space per bird had an undesirable impact on
growth performance. Also, feed restriction time for
8 hours daily as in the existing investigation be
able to succeed a superior feed conversion ratio.

CONFLICT OF INTEREST
The authors declared that present study was
performed in absence of any conflict of interest.

ANIMAL WELFARE STATEMENT

The authors confirm that the ethical policies of
the journal, as observed on the journal's author
directions page, have been monitored. All
exercises were concerned coherent with the
Resident Investigational Animal Care Board and
acceptable by the ethics of the institutional board
of Poultry Department, Faculty of Agriculture,
Zagazig University, Zagazig, Egypt and join the
European Union (EU) standards on the safety of
animals used for scientific practices.

AUTHOR CONTRIBUTIONS

Add contribution of each author (with abbreviated
name) here. For example DA, SA, RA and KM
designed and performleed the experiments and
also wrote the manuscript. KM, DA, and RA
performed animal treatments, flow cytometry
experiments, tissue collection, and data analysis.
KM and DA designed experiments and reviewed
the manuscript. All authors read and approved the
final version.

Copyrights: © 2021@ author (s).

This is an open access article distributed under the
terms of the Creative Commons Attribution License
(CC BY 4.0), which permits unrestricted use,
distribution, and reproduction in any medium,
provided the original author(s) and source are
credited and that the original publication in this
journal is cited, in accordance with accepted
academic practice. No use, distribution or
reproduction is permitted which does not comply
with these terms.

REFERENCES

Abd EI-Ghany WA, 2019. A comprehensive
review on the common emerging diseases in
quails. J World Poult Res 9: 160-174.

Abo Ghanima MM, Abd El-Hack ME, Taha AE,
Tufarelli V, Laudadio V, Naiel MA, 2020.
Assessment of stocking rate and housing

system on performance, carcass traits, blood
indices, and meat quality of French Pekin
ducks. Agric 10: 273.
doi:10.3390/agriculture10070273

Adeyemo GO, Badmus RT, Longe OG, Ologhobo
AD, 2017. Effect of ad-libitum, split and
restricted feeding on performance,
digestibility and welfare of broiler chickens.
Biotechnol J Inter 18: 1-7.

Ahmad F, Haqg A, Ashraf M, Siddiqui MZ, Ishaq
HM, 2009. Effect of different intermittent
feeding regimes on the performance of
broilers.Pak J Life Social Sci 7: 131-135.

Alkhair SM, Musharaf NA, Hamid IS, Alkurdi Ol,
2017. The effect of limiting feeding time by
three and six hours per day during the starter
period on broiler performance. Inter J Livest
Prod 8: 125-130.

Attia Al, Mahrose KM, Ismail IE, Abou-Kassem
DE, 2012. Response of growing Japanese
quail raised under two stocking densities to
dietary protein and energy levels. Egypt J
Anim Prod 47: 159-166.

Ayoola AA, Adeyemi OA, Egbeyale LT, Sogunle
OM, Ekunseitan DA, 2014 Effects of sex and
stocking density on growth performance and
some physiological traits of Japanese quails
(Coturnix coturnix japonica). Malaysia J Anim
Sci 17: 43-53.

Boontiam W, Sangsoponijit S, Klompanya A, 2019.
Effects of dietary crude protein level and
stocking density on growth performance,
nutrient retention, blood profiles, and carcass
weight of growing-meat quails. Iran J Appl
Anim Sci 9: 755-762.

Boostani A, Ashayerizadeh A, Fard MHR,
Kamalzadeh A, 2010. Comparison of the
effects of several feed restriction periods to
control ascites on performance, carcass
characteristics and hematological indices of
broiler chickens. Rev Bras Cién Avic 12:
171-177.

Cengiz O, Koksal BH, Tath O, Sevim O, Ahsan U,
Uner AG, Pinar A, Ulutas PA, Beyaz D,
Buyukyoruk S, Yakan A, Onol AG, 2015.
Effect of dietary probiotic and high stocking
density on the performance, carcass yield,
gut microflora, and stress indicators of
broilers. Poult Sci 94: 2395-2403.

Cherry JA, Swartworth WJ, Siegel PB, 1984.
Adipose cellularity studies in commercial
broiler chicks. Poult Sci 63: 97-108.

David LS. Subalini E, 2015. Effects of feed
restriction on the growth performance, organ
size and carcass characteristics of broiler

Bioscience Research, 2021 volume 18(2): 1629-1638

1636


https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

Abou-Kassem et al.

Application of limited feeding time in growing quail

chickens. Scholar J Agric Vet Sci 2: 108-111.

Duncan DB, 1955. Multiple Range and Multiple F-
test. Biometrics 11: 1-42.

El-Gogary MR, Ismail FA, EI-Nadi MI, 2015. Effect
of vitamin E supplementation and stocking
density on broiler performance, carcass traits
and histological responses of lymphoid
organs. Asia J Poult Sci 9:70-84.

El-Shafei AA, Abdel-Azeem AF Abdullaha EA,
2012. Stocking density effects on
performance and physiological changes of
laying Japanese quail. J Anim Poult Prod,
Mansoura Univ 3: 379 — 398.

El-Tarabany MS, 2016. Impact of cage stocking
density on egg laying characteristics and
related stress and immunity parameters of
Japanese quails in subtropics. J Anim
Physiol Anim Nutr 100: 893-901.

El-Tarabany MS, Abdel-Hamid TM, Mohammed
HH, 2015. Effects of cage stocking density
on egg quality traits in Japanese quails.
Kafkas Universitesi Veteriner Fakultesi
Dergisi 21: 13-18.

Farghly MFA, Mahrose KM, Abou-Kassem DE,
2015. Pre and post hatch performance of
different Japanese quail egg colors
incubated under photostimulation. Asia J
Poult Sci9: 19-30.

Feddes JJR, Emmanuel EJ, Zuidhof MJ, 2002.
Broiler performance, bodyweight variance,
feed and water intake, and carcass quality at
different stocking densities. Poult Sci 81:
774-779.

Fondevila G, Archs JL, Camara L, de Juan AF,
Mateos GG, 2020. The length of the feed
restriction period affects eating behavior,
growth performance, and the development of
the proximal part of the gastrointestinal tract
of young broilers. Poult Sci 99:, 1010-1018.

Gupta SK, Behera K, Pradhan CR, Acharya AP,
Sethy K, Behera D, Lone SA, Shinde KP,
2017. Influence of stocking density on the
performance, carcass characteristics,
hemato-biochemical indices of Vanaraja
chickens. India J Anim Res 51: 939-943.

Hassanabadi A, Moghaddam HN, 2006. Effect of
early feed restriction on performance
characteristics and serum thyroxin of broiler
chickens.International J Poult Sci 5: 1156-
1159.

Jahanpour H, Seidavi A, Qotbi AA, Van Den
Hoven R, e Silva SR, Laudadio V, Tufarelli V,
2015. Effects of the level and duration of
feeding restriction on carcass components of
broilers. Arch Anim Breed 58: 99-105.

Mahrose KM, Abd El-Hack M, Amer S, 2019a.
Influences of dietary crude protein and
stocking density on growth performance and
body measurements of ostrich chicks. An
Acad Bras Ciénc 91: e20180616.

Mahrose KM, Abol-Ela S, Amin RM, Abou-
Kassem DE, 2020. Restricted feeding could
enhance feed conversion ratio and egg
quality of laying Japanese quail kept under
different stocking densities. Anim Biotechnol
https://doi.org/10.1080/10495398.2020.1810
059

Mahrose K, Alagawany M, Abd El-Hack M,
Mahgoub S, Attia F, 2019b. Influences of
stocking density and dietary probiotic
supplementation on growing Japanese qualil
performance. An Acad Bras Ciénc 91:
€20180616. DOI: 10.1590/0001-
3765201920180479

Mahrose KM, Elsayed M, Basuony H, Gouda N,
2016. Effects of exposing ostrich eggs to
doses of gamma radiation on hatchability,
growth performance, and some blood
biochemicals of hatched chicks. Enviro
SciPollut Res 23: 23017-23022.

Mateos GG, Moreno EJ, Serrano MP, L-Azaro R,
2012. Poultry response to high levels of
dietary fiber sources varying in physical and
chemical characteristics. J Appl Poult Res
21: 156-174.

McKeith A, Loper M, Tarrant KJ, 2020. Research
Note: Stocking density effects on production
qualities of broilers raised without the use of
antibiotics. Poult Sci 99: 698-701.

Mohammadalipour R, Rahmani HR, Jahanian R,
Riasi A,Mohammadalipour M, Nili N, 2017.
Effect of early feed restriction on
physiological responses, performance and
ascites incidence in broiler chickens raised in
normal or cold environment. Anim 11: 219-
226.

Mormede P, Andanson S, Auperin B, Beerda B,
Guemene D, Malmkvist J, Manteca X,
Manteuffel G, Prunet P, Reenen CG, Richard
S, Veussier |, 2007. Exploration of the
hypothalamic-pituitary-adrenal function as a
tool to evaluate animal welfare. Physiol
Behav 92: 317-339.

NRC, 1994.National Research Council, Nutrient
Requirements of Poultry 9t ed. National
Academy of Science, Washington, DC.,
USA.

Novel DJ, Ng’'ambi JW, Norris D, Mbajiorgu CA,
2009. Effect of different feed restriction
regimes during the starter stage on

Bioscience Research, 2021 volume 18(2): 1629-1638

1637



Abou-Kassem et al.

Application of limited feeding time in growing quail

productivity and carcass characteristics of
male and female Ross 308 broiler chickens.
Inter J Poult Sci 8: 35-39.

Omosebi DJ, Adeyemi OA, Sogunle MO, Idowu
OMO, Njoku CP, 2014. Effects of duration
and level of feed restriction on performance
and meat quality of broiler chickens. Arch
Zootec 63: 611-621.

Qaid M, Albatshan H, Shafey T, Hussein E,
Abudabos AM, 2016. Effect of stocking
density on the performance and immunity of
1- to 14-d- old broiler chicks. Revista
Brasileira de Ciéncia Avicola, 18 683-692.

Rodrigues |, Choct M, 2018. The foregut and its
manipulation via feeding practices in the
chicken. Poult Sci 97: 3188-3206.

Sahraei M, 2012. Feed restriction in broiler
chickens production: A review. Global Vet 8:
449-458.

Scholtz N, Halle I, Flachowsky G Sauerwein H,
2009. Serum chemistry reference values in
adult Japanese quail (Coturnix coturnix
japonica) including sex-related differences.
Poult Sci 88:, 1186-1190.

Selvam R, Saravanakumar M, Suresh S,
Sureshbabu G, Sasikumar M, Prashanth D,
2017. Effect of vitamin E supplementation
and high stocking density on the
performance and stress parameters of
broilers. Revis Bras Cién Avic 19: 587-594.

Shamma TA, Khalifa HH, EIl-Shafei AA, Abo-
Gabal MS, 2014. Mitigating heat stress in
broilers: 1- Effect of feed restriction and early
heat acclimation on productive performance.
Middle East J Appl Sci4: 967-982.

Silas AFA, Ayorinde AO, Daisy E, Mark SO,
Bolanle OO, Nwakaegho EG, 2014. Effect of
stocking density and quantitative feed
restriction on growth performance,
digestibility, haematological characteristics
and cost of starting broiler chicks. J Anim
Health Prod 2: 60-64.

Snedecor GW, Cochran WG, 1982. Statistical
Methods. 7" Ed. Ames. lowa. lowa state
University, USA.

Tumova E, Chodova D, Hartlova H, Fucikova A,
Ketta M, 2019. Effect of feeding regime on
the performance and blood parameters of
male and female broiler chickens.South Afric
J Anim Sci 49:
http://dx.doi.org/10.4314/sajas.v49i2.5

Tong HB, Lu J, Zou JM, Wang Q, Shi SR, 2012.
Effects of stocking density on growth
performance, carcass yield, and immune
status of a local chicken breed. Poult Sci 91:

667-673.

Vargas-Rodriguez LM, Duran-Melendez LA,
Garcia-Masias JA, Arcos-Garcia JL, Joaquin-
Torres BM, Ruelas-Inzunza MG, 2013. Effect
of probiotic and population density on the
growth performance and carcass
characteristics in broiler chickens. Inter J
Poult Sci12: 390-395.

Bioscience Research, 2021 volume 18(2): 1629-1638

1638



